US GOVERNMENT 2012
FINAL EXAM REVIEW

Foundations of Government

1. Describe John Locke’s belief regarding natural rights.

2. Describe John Locke’s social contract theory.  Explain how these ideas shaped the writing of the Declaration of Independence.

3. Describe the beliefs of Charles de Montesquieu and their impact on American government.

4. Explain the influence of the Judeo-Christian tradition on American government.
5. Explain the influence of the Greek and Roman system of government on our American government.

Structure of Government

6. Describe the major weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

7. How does the Constitution differ from the Articles of Confederation?

8. At the Constitutional Convention in 1787, what did the small states most strongly support regarding representation in Congress?  What did the large states most strongly support regarding representation in Congress?

9. What issue did the Great Compromise resolve?

10. What was the Three-fifths Compromise?
11. What were the major beliefs of the Federalists?

12. What were the major beliefs of the Anti-federalists?

13. Describe the system of federalism.  Be sure to provide examples.

14. What are delegated powers?

15. What are concurrent powers?

16. What are reserved powers?

17. Who has the power to propose Constitutional amendments?  
What majority is needed to pass a Constitutional amendment?  

18. What warning did George Washington give regarding the role of competing factions (political parties) in American government?

19. Why were the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?

20. What basic rights does the Bill of Rights guarantee?

21. How can the Constitution be expanded?

22. How is a constitutional amendment ratified?

Legislative Branch

23. What is reapportionment?

24. What is gerrymandering?
25. What is lobbying?

26. What is the major goal of interest groups?
27. Why does Congress utilize committees?

28. Describe the process of how a bill becomes a law.

29. Who may propose a bill in Congress?

30. What are the powers held by Congress?

31. What are the roles/responsibilities exclusively given to the Senate?

32. What are the roles/responsibilities exclusively given to the House of Representatives?

33. What is the primary function/purpose of the legislative branch?

34. How may Congress check a presidential veto?

Executive Branch

35.  What actions may the president take after receiving a bill from Congress?
36.  What is the president’s primary function as chief legislator?

37.  What is the president’s primary function as chief executive?

38.  What is the president’s primary function as commander in chief?

39.  What is the president’s primary function as chief diplomat?

40.  Why does each party hold a national convention?

41.  What is the role of the presidential cabinet?

42.  What is the electoral college?

43.  What are the arguments for the electoral college?
FOR:

AGAINST:
44.  Describe the presidential primary process.

45.  How does the executive branch check the power of the judicial branch?

Judicial Branch

46.  What is judicial review? 
47.  What case established judicial review?

48.   What is the significance of the case McCulloch v. Maryland? 

49.  What was the significance of the case Plessey v. Ferguson?

50.  What kinds of cases does the Supreme Court hear?  
Where do the majority of these cases originate?

51.  How does the judicial branch check the power of the executive and legislative branches?

Rights and Responsibilities

52.  What right is provided under the Writ of Habeas Corpus?

53.  Describe the meaning of equal protection of the law?
54.  What rights are protected under the first amendment?
55.  When can the government restrict a citizen’s speech?
56.  What rights are protected under the second amendment?

57.  What rights are protected under the fourth amendment?

58.  What are due process rights?
59.  What rights are protected under the fifth amendment?
60.  What has the Supreme Court most recently ruled on the issue of the death penalty?

61.  What is the purpose of the ninth amendment?
62.  What is the purpose of the tenth amendment?

63.  What rights are protected by the fourteenth amendment?

64.  What rights are protected by the fifteenth, nineteenth and twenty-sixth amendments?

65.  What are the major beliefs of the Democratic party?

66.  What are the major beliefs of the Republican party?

67.  What is the role of third parties in American politics?

68.  What are the major roles/functions of political parties in American politics?

69.  What impact does mass media have on public agenda?

70.  What are the basic characteristics of responsible citizenship?

71.  How does a citizen best analyze public issues, public policies and evaluate candidate?
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