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Kenny Hosler
Room # 307

Voice Mail# 602-467-6844
Welcome to US Government!
Kenny.Hosler@dvusd.org

Course Description:
The purpose of the class is to have students focus on the current political system in place and how it has evolved over the past 200 years.  We will analyze the major documents involved in creating our new government with the main focus being on the Constitution.   We will be analyzing this information and events and their impact on both the past and present.  You will have the opportunity to work in a variety of learning situations--individually, in small groups, and as a large classroom.  Critical thinking skills, such as decision making, problem solving, and cause and effect will be emphasized. In order to be successful, you must take responsibility for your learning! This course is aligned with the Arizona State Standards which include the Common Core State Standards.
Course Goals & Objectives: 
By the time the students complete this course of study they will know or be able to:

· -Be aware of ideals, rights and responsibilities of citizenship. 

· -Analyze the content, sources and history of the founding documents of the United States 

· -Know the governmental functions of government at the local, state, national levels.

· Develop study skills, group skills, organizational skills, and problem solving
· By using a systems approach students will work as a team for all to reach the goals of US Government class.
Classroom /Course Expectations:
· Always be respectful and considerate of other people’s feelings and rights.

· Always come to class prepared and ready to work.

· Always give every task your best effort.

· Return all materials to the proper location at the end of each class.

· Pick up all trash and put it in the trash can.
Consequences for not following the above guidelines may include any of the following:

· Parental contact

· Detention before or after school

· Immediate removal from class

· Referral to the conduct office

Electronic Devices

Many students want to have the privilege of carrying electronic devices on campus.  With that privilege comes the responsibility of ensuring that those items are not used on campus during class or on a bus.  If students are found listening to music or texting in class or otherwise not fully engaged in learning, the device will be confiscated.  Misuse of electronic devices may result in disciplinary procedures in addition to the confiscation of the device.
ID’s-
Students are required to wear their school issued ID cards at all times while on campus or at any school activity for the safety and security of all students..  Please have this card in a visible location before entering the classroom.

NOTEBOOK-
 Each student MUST turn in a notebook at the end of the semester.  It MUST have a section for notes, quizzes/tests, videos, essays/journal and homework.  It will be graded based on neatness, organization and whether all material is included.

CURRENT EVENTS-

You earn these points by bringing in news items on specified days and briefly summarizing them to the class.  The items must be on national, international or local political or legal matters.  DO NOT bring in sports, entertainment or accident articles.  You will earn points by knowing your topic thoroughly and through active discussion. You need to include the location, the major figures involved and the important details of the story to receive points.  

Community Service Project-10%

 Each student will be required to perform 8 hours of community service.  You may do it for any one of many groups or charities.  You will also write a TWO page summary of your efforts / reaction to your efforts.  You must also include a verifying name, address, phone number from someone from the agency, verifying your work for them.  If you volunteer for an elementary school, you must work with students, not just grade papers for a teacher.  If you work in a hospital, you must be working with patients.  The only department you may work with on campus at Deer Valley is the Special Services Department. You may NOT work at a site where your parents are supervising you.  If you perform community service with a church IT MUST BENEFIT SOMEONE OR SOMETHING OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH. 

You may NOT do police ride a-longs, fire department ride a-longs or work in their offices for this project.  

YOU MUST OBTAIN APPROVAL FOR ALL PROJECTS.  If you perform work that does not meet approval you will not receive credit.  If you fail to write less than two pages, you will lose 25% of the grade.  If you fail to obtain verification on official stationary, you will lose 20-40%.  If you have any problem with performing this project, it must be discussed within the first two weeks of the course. After that, no consideration will be given.  

DUE DATE     April 1, 2013     
 (early turn in Feb. 11th)
Grading:
Percentage Breakdown of Letter Grades:

     89.5%-100%
A

     79.5%-89.4%
B

     69.5%-79.4%
C

     59.5%-69.4%
D

     <59.4%
F
Assessments, Tests, Quizzes, and Major Projects 
40%

Homework, Class work, and Notebook


25%

Notebook /Participation




5%
Community Service




10%
Final Exam





20%

Assessments:  Culminating projects, portfolios, unit exams and quizzes will be used as a means for assessment of course objectives.
Homework and Class work: Homework and class work will serve as a means to practice various lesson objectives.
Long Term Project Policy:  A long-term project is a project that is assigned at least two weeks before the day it is due.  Long- term projects are due at the beginning of the hour on the date it was assigned, as defined in advance by the teacher.  There are NO EXCEPTIONS to this policy.  If the project is not turned on the due date and time the student will NOT receive credit for the assignment.
Extra Credit / Late Work:

No late work will be accepted for full credit.  Each unit an extra credit project will be made available.
Sweep:  Any student who is swept and wants credit for an assignment that is due must turn the work into me the same day of the sweep.  It is the responsibility of the student to get any assigned material on the same day of the sweep and turned in on the assigned due date.
Make-up Exams:  Upon return from class after excused absences, a student has one school day for each excused absence to makeup the missed test.   Exams missed as a result of an unexcused absence will result in a zero.   You will need to schedule a time to make up the exam when the absence is excused
.  

Re-take Exams:  Every student has the opportunity to retake each test given during the school year.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule the re-take.  Retakes must be scheduled within one week of the day that the original test score was given to the student.  The maximum score they may earn is the average between the first test and the makeup exam.  
Cheating:  Cases of cheating and plagiarism will be handled on an individual basis at the teacher's discretion in accordance with the DVHS student handbook. While there are many different ways to cheat or plagiarize, please be aware that activities such as sharing material, copying work, and posting information on a web site are considered cheating.  Those who give or receive answers will be held responsible for cheating.
Required Materials:  Please come to class with the following materials every day:
2 Pocket folder 

Loose leaf notebook paper
Blue or black pen or pencil

Student Name:_____________________________________________________

Hour:___________

US Government
Dear Parents/Guardians,

It is my pleasure to introduce myself to you.  My name is Kenny Hosler, and I will be your student’s US Government Teacher this year at Deer Valley High School.  It is my goal to make this an enjoyable class for your sons and daughters, and I will do my best to help them learn and excel in this class.

With every class, I send home a copy of the course syllabus for the parents/guardians to read over. It is designed to let you know how the class will be conducted and what is expected of the students.  Please read over this syllabus; furthermore, you may want to discuss the items/procedures with your child.  If there are any questions, please contact me as soon as possible. I encourage open communication.

Parents/guardians, please initial beside each of the following statements, as well as sign and date at the bottom:

_____ I understand that Mr. Hosler has a teacher website. This is the best way to keep track of assignments, tests, & due dates. The course outline is also available on the website.

_____I understand that I have access to grades via PowerSchools.

_____I authorize my child to view videos with the rating of G, PG, or PG13.

_____I understand what defines cheating. I understand that if my child is cheating, he/she will receive a 


zero for the assignment and a possible discipline referral.

Once you have read the syllabus and discussed it with your student, please sign, have your student sign and return this page to me.  Your student’s first assignment is to return this paper signed by Friday August 17, 2012. 

Thank you,

Kenny Hosler
Government Teacher

Deer Valley High School

I have read the syllabus and understand the information included.

Student’s Signature:___________________________________________________Date:_________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:____________________________________________Date:_________
The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities.  For any inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies contact the Legal Services Department,

20402 N. 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85027.  (623) 445-5000.
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